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VISN 1 CARES Commission Hearing

On Monday, August 25, 2003, the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES) Commission will hold a public hearing at the Wyndham Billerica Hotel in Billerica, Mass.  The purpose of this hearing is for Commissioners to hear the testimony of network leadership, elected officials, veterans organizations, and other invited stakeholder groups on the national Department of Veterans Affairs initiative called CARES.  

The CARES Commission was created by the Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs to provide an independent perspective on plans to realign and allocate capital assets to better meet the health care needs of veterans over the next 20 years.  The Commission will receive recommendations prepared by VA’s Under Secretary for Health in the form of a draft National CARES Plan in early August 2003.  The draft National CARES Plan will be posted on the CARES Web site at http://www.va.gov/CARES in early August. The VISN 1 draft CARES Plan will be posted on the VISN 1 Web site at: http:/www.visn1.med.va.gov/CARES. The Commission will review planning materials, seek stakeholder input, and develop written recommendations to be presented to the Secretary in October 2003. They will hold up to 40 hearings across the country to receive input from Veterans organizations, elected officials, health care affiliates, network leadership, community groups and others.  

“The CARES Commission will review VA’s capital asset needs and ensure that the concerns raised by veterans and other stakeholders are fully addressed,” said Dr. Jeannette Chirico-Post, network director of the VA England Healthcare System. “These hearings and the stakeholder input are critical to the overall CARES process and will play an important role in the final outcome,” said Dr. Chirico-Post.  
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The hearing at the Wyndham Hotel will examine VA health care issues throughout the VA England Healthcare System, which includes Connecticut, Rhode Island, 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont and Maine. These issues include the projected increased demand for VA outpatient care and how the VA New England Healthcare System will respond to this demand in the coming years. 

The Commission Hearings are a formal process and are different from typical stakeholder meetings.  There will be no Q&A period and only those who are invited by the Commission to be on a panel will actually speak. However, stakeholders are encouraged to attend and hear the testimonies.  Anyone can submit their own comments, in writing, to the Commission and their comments will carry the same weight as those who give oral testimony. Staff members from the VA New England Healthcare System will be on hand before and after the hearing to assist those who wish to submit written comments about the draft National CARES Plan.

The Wyndham Billerica Hotel is located at 270 Concord Road in Billerica, Mass. For directions to the hotel, please contact the Wyndham Hotel at 1-978-670-7500 or visit their Web site at: http://www.wyndham.com/hotels/BOSBM/main.wnt.
Veterans and other stakeholders who cannot attend the hearing can send their statements (testimony/comments) directly to Richard E. Larson, Executive Director, CARES Commission at CAREScommission@mail.va.gov/.  The Commission Web site is currently under construction to permit comments directly to the Web.  Statements may also be mailed to:  Department of Veterans Affairs, ATTN:  CARE Commission (00 CARES), 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420.  Those comments that need to be reviewed prior to the hearing should be sent as soon as possible prior to August 25th.  Otherwise, send comments to the Commission no later than September 30, 2003. 
For further information, please contact the Public Affairs Officer at your local medical center or visit the CARES Web site at: http://www.va.gov/CARES.
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