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VISN 1 CARES 

Current Status of Draft National CARES Plan

The Draft National CARES Plan is currently under intensive review by the independent CARES Commission. The Commission is expected to make recommendations to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi in the near future.  The Secretary has the final responsibility for a decision on CARES and is expected to make his decision early next year. Following the approval of a final National CARES Plan by the Secretary, Congress will have 60 days to review any proposed hospital closures, according to recently enacted legislation. 

Of necessity, the complexity of realigning clinical services and campuses requires careful planning in order to ensure a seamless transition in services.  Any changes recommended through the CARES process will not be immediate, but will be carried out over several years. This will be a multifaceted process, depending upon whether implementation of specific initiatives requires additional capital, recurring funding, policy changes, or realignments.  In no case would services be realigned without alternative sites of care being available and operational.  Savings or revenues realized from enhanced use leasing will be used to benefit veterans in the communities where the affected campuses are located.
For more information about CARES, visit the CARES Web site at: http://www.va.gov/CARES.  Testimonies from the VISN 1 CARES Commission Hearing are available on the CARES Commission Web site at: http://www.carescommission.va.gov/.
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