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VA Announces Changes for VA New England Health Care Facilities

BEDFORD – The VA New England Healthcare System will study the feasibility of building a single medical center for the Boston area and enhancing outpatient services throughout New England as part of a comprehensive plan called CARES or “Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services.” 

“I am pleased that the Secretary’s decision on the CARES Plan will provide greater access to care for the veterans of New England, “said Network Director Jeannette Chirico-Post, MD. “The Plan provides the outline for modernizing and expanding health care, and bringing greater quality of care closer to where most New England veterans live.” 

Currently, 229,000 veterans go to VISN 1 for their health care.

Briefly, the National CARES Plan recommends the following for New England:

· VISN 1 will undertake a comprehensive study of the feasibility of consolidating its existing four Boston area medical centers into one state-of-the-art tertiary care facility that will act as a referral center for VA health care for the greater Boston area. The study will consider the best location for the existing functions at the West Roxbury, Jamaica Plain and Brockton campuses of the Boston VA Healthcare System and the Bedford VA medical center.

· Increasing inpatient medicine demand in the VISN will be met by expansion of inpatient facilities and the utilization of community contracts. The CARES Plan provides for an expansion of inpatient services at Connecticut VA Healthcare System’s West Haven and an expansion of inpatient services in Rhode Island at the Providence VAMC.

· Additionally, the CARES Plan will increase primary care access across the Network by expanding existing CBOCs, negotiating new contract care in the communities, and expanding telemedicine. 

· The CARES Plan provides for the enhancement of inpatient and outpatient spinal cord injury services.

· Hartford VA Regional Office will collocate a benefits administration office at the Newington VAMC. 

· The Network will ensure that each facility will be able to meet future health care facility requirements.

CARES is a plan to modernize and improve VA’s health care system. Among the elements of the National CARES Plan are more than 156 new community based outpatient clinics and creation of four spinal cord injury centers, two blind rehabilitation centers, and expanded mental health outpatient services. 

In July 1999, a General Accounting Office study found that VA was diverting a million dollars a day – or $3.6 billion during a decade – from veterans’ health care to maintenance on unneeded or unused facilities. The average age of VA’s 5,044 buildings is more than 50 years, and the need to reduce vacant space and unneeded buildings has been the focus of several reports by the General Accounting Office.

CARES was developed to identify the infrastructure VA will need to care for veterans in the 21st century, redirecting resources from unneeded buildings to veterans’ care. Savings from CARES will be retained locally and used locally to strengthen health care services for local veterans.

The CARES Plan was reviewed by an independent commission, which received more than 212,000 comments and held 81 site visits to VA and Department of Defense medical facilities, and state homes, 38 public hearings and 10 formal meetings. 

The CARES Plan can be viewed in entirety on VA’s Web site at http://www.va.gov/CARES.
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